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Catholics Nationwide Preparing 'Fortnight
For Freedom' Events

Various initiatives are planned throughout the coun-
try in response to the U.S. bishops' call for a 'Fort-
night for Freedom' June 21-July 4 to encourage prayer,
education and public action about religious freedom.
The initiative was created in response to several moves
by the Obama administration that are threatening the
Church's religious freedom. The most well-known
action is the Health and Human Services mandate
that requires employers to cover birth control and other
services that Catholics and other believers find mor-
ally objectionable.

Rise In Surrogate Pregnancies Raises Ethi-
cal Concerns

An increase in the practice of surrogate pregnancy
is leading to health risks, ethical concerns and a prob-
lematic understanding of the family, warns the founder
of abioethics organization.

Because people are 'uninformed about the reality' of
surrogate pregnancy, they have ‘uncritically accepted
it as good technology,' said Jennifer Lahl, president
of the California-based Center for Bioethics and Cul-
ture Network.

However, the practice of gestational surrogacy leads
to a variety of ethical issues, as well as growing 'con-
fusion' about the purpose of a woman's body and the
meaning of family and parents, she said.

In a surrogate pregnancy, a woman is paid to have a
previously created embryo implanted in her womb.
After carrying the baby for nine months, she gives
birth and returns the baby to the parents. Lahl told
that such pregnancies are 'becoming more socially
acceptable' and mainstream, as wealthy couples are
increasingly using them to have children.

In addition to older women struggling with fertility,
surrogate pregnancies are often used by homosexual
couples who want a child, she said.

Benedict XVI Makes Appeal on UN World
Day of Families

In his general audience on Wednesday, Benedict XVI
remarked on the United Nations' International World
Day of Families, held Tuesday. The theme chosen by
the UN to mark the event was "family and work."The
Holy Father appealed to families to use work not as a
hindrance, but as a unifying element in family life.

Work, he said, "should not hinder the family, but should
rather sustain and unite it, and help it be open to life
and to enter into relationships with society and with
the Church."

The Pontiff also expressed his hope that Sunday would
be viewed by all as "a day of rest and an occasion to
strengthen family bonds."

UK Prelate Warns "Tolerance Is Being Abol-
ished'

England Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor, the re-
tired archbishop of Westminster, is warning that athe-
ism seeks to wipe out Christianity from the United
Kingdom. In a speech delivered this week in Leices-
ter's Anglican Cathedral, the prelate stated, "In the

name of tolerance it seems to me tolerance is being
abolished."

Media Project Hosting Video Contest on
Natural Family Planning

Building on its mission to engage young adults and
media makers to explore important faith-related is-
sues through media and art, an initiative called Good-
ness Reigns is launching a mini contest, a short video
competition titled "Natural Family Planning: The Bet-
ter Way."

Prizes include a Panasonic GH2 camera, a Manfrotto
monopod or the choice of a $1,000 gift card to B&H
Photo.

Anyone may enter the contest by submitting a video
under five minutes that either explains or explores
Natural Family Planning. Submissions will be accepted
from May 25 to June 25 through the Goodness Reigns
Web site.

Winners will be announced July 16, at which time the
public will be invited to participate in a People's Choice
voting period until July 22. The People's Choice win-
ner will be announced on July 23.

The contest is a new offering from Goodness Reigns,
which orchestrated an international video contest that
brought together amateur filmmakers from the United
States, India and Mexico for World Youth Day 2011
in Madrid, Spain. There, they presented their videos
to other WYD pilgrims and developed friendships and
future contacts for collaboration. A similar contest
will be launched in July 2012 leading up to WYD 2013
in Brazil.



Trust Pope's Judgment On SSPX Deal,
Senior Rabbi Says

Aleading American rabbi and Holocaust refugee says
people should trust Pope Benedict's judgment when
it comes to the Church possibly readmitting the Soci-
ety of St. Pius X, which has a bishop who denied the
scale of the Holocaust. 'Let me tell you this, I think
that Pope Benedict XVIin many ways really under-
stood the Holocaust because he was in the German
Army. He deserted (the army), his family was anti-
Nazi. I mean he was completely opposed to Hitler.
Now, given the fact that he suffered under Hitler and
that his family suffered under Hitler, how could he in
any way accept or welcome someone who denies
that Hitler did anything wrong?' he asked rhetorically.

The Society of St. Pius X broke with the Catholic
Church in 1988 after its founder, Archbishop Marcel
Lefebvre, ordained four bishops without the approval
of Pope John Paul II. One of those ordained, Bishop
Richard Williamson, was fined $13,500 in Germany
in 2010 after denying the extent of the Holocaust
during a television interview. The Society subsequently
issued a statement disassociating itself from his views.
The conviction was also later quashed by the Ger-
man appeals court.

Something extraordinarily beautiful happened during
Lent this year. An anonymous artist decided to cre-
ate a special version of the Stations of the Cross for
the London Underground. Called Stations of the King’s
Cross, the project sought (and still seeks) to help
travelers on the Tube, specifically on the Circle line,
to pray the Way of the Cross using 14 paper-cut illus-
trations that have been published in booklet form.

Tony Blair has said at a conference in the Royal Albert
Hall that a world without faith would be a disaster. In
an interview in front of more than 4,300 people at an
Anglican conference Mr Blair also revealed that he
had once been rebuked by an official for proposing to
end a speech with the words: “God bless Britain.”
Mr Blair, a former Anglican who became a Catholic
in 2007 — less than a year after he stepped down as
prime minister — said that faith was vital because it
introduced the virtue of humility into societies. “What
is the essence of our faith besides all the things we
believe, certainly as Christians, about Jesus Christ and
his place in our lives?”” he asked.

“Itis also fundamentally a belief that there is some-
thing bigger and more important than you, that you
are not the only thing that matters, that there is some-
thing that is greater and transcendent,” he told the
leadership conference organised by the Holy Trinity
Brompton, an influential Anglican parish.

“I think that essential obligation of humility for hu-
manity is deeply important,” he said. “It is what al-
lows us to make progress, it is what keeps us from
ideology or thought processes that then treat human
beings as if they were secondary to some political
purpose.” He said: “For a long period of time, what
people thought was that as society became more de-
veloped and as we became more prosperous, that
faith would be relegated, that it would become a kind
of relic of the past — what kind of ignorant people do
but not what civilised, educated people do. “I think a
world without faith would be a world on the path to
tragedy and disaster, I really believe that,” he added.

The former Labour Party leader acknowledged that
“God and religion can also be abused by politicians”
and said it was important to be cautious of those who
might be using religion for their own purposes. But
he said that when he proposed to finish a speech as
prime minister simply with the words “God bless Brit-
ain,” an aide told him disapprovingly: “I just remind
you Prime Minister, this is not America.” He said he
then abandoned the idea.




The Catholic Church is not a place for re-
spectable people

Amid all the gloomy headlines in the newspapers there
was one in the Telegraph on Monday which set my
antennae twitching: ‘“The Catholic Church is no
place for respectable people, says Mantel.” My
immediate response was a sigh of relief and
the thought, “Thank God for that.” Otherwise, of
course, [ would be excluded from it — along with all
the other sinners and disreputable characters, the tax
collectors, the social lepers, the lunatics and the la-
dies of the night whom Christ came down on earth to
die for. Phew! What a lucky escape. Imagine if [ had
been born “respectable”: what a fate.

Each human being is a miracle loved by
God, says Pope

Benedict XVI greets a child at the general
audience today

Addressing God as “Father” is an acknowledgement
that God is the one who created, supports and guides
humanity, Pope Benedict X VI has said. “Maybe peo-
ple today do not understand the beauty, greatness and
deep consolation” that comes from recognizing God
as father, “because the paternal figure is not suffi-
ciently present today,” the Pope said during his weekly
general audience. Addressing an estimated 20,000
people gathered in St Peter’s Square, Pope Benedict
continued a series of audience talks about prayer in
the letters of St Paul.

Focusing on St Paul’s assertion that it is the
Holy Spirit that enables people to pray and to address
God as “Abba, Father”, the Pope said, “the absence
of one’s father or the lack of a father’s presence in a
child’s life today is a big problem that always makes
it difficult to understand fully what it means to say
that God is our father”. From the beginning of Chris-
tianity, believers adopted Jesus’s form of addressing
God as father, especially in the Lord’s Prayer, the
Pope said. “Christianity is not areligion of fear, but of
trust and love for the Father who loves us,” he said.

Pope Benedict acknowledged that “critics of religion
have said that speaking of God as ‘father’is simply a
projection” of our own longings and desires, but the
Gospel shows that the opposite is true, because
“Christ shows us who the father is and what a true
father is, so that we can understand and also learn
what true fatherhood is”.

Jesus demonstrated that God is love, he said, and when
people pray to God as father, they enter into “a cycle
of love” that offers them support, but also correction
and guidance. The assertion that human beings are
made in God’s image and likeness means that he is
their father, the Pope said. “A line in the Psalms al-
ways touches me when I pray it: “Your hands made
me and fashioned me.””” “Every one of us, every man
and woman, is a miracle of God, desired by God and
personally known by him,” he said.

New law approved to tackle child abuse

The Lok Sabha, the lower house of parliament, on
Tuesday approved the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Bill, 2011. The Rajya Sabha, the
upper house, had approved the bill earlier. Women
and Child Development Minister Krishna Tirath
wound up the debate in the Lok Sabh terming the bill
as gender neutral that seeks to protect children be-
low 18 from sexual abuses putting the burden of proof
on the accused. The bill provides for special courts
for the speedy trial of child abuse cases and stringent
punishment extending up to life term for offenders.The
minister said the child-friendly bill treats everyone
below 18 years as children. The new law contains
provisions for in-camera trial of offences. Tirath dis-
missed concerns of some members that the law could
be misused and said it has provision to deal with false

complaints.




Confessions of the Republic of India

Public Health has been modern India’s biggest failure. The prime minister has recently said that the 12th Plan
will be a “health plan.” If the Republic of India actually knelt at a confessional, what would she say to the
people India? Here we go.

Forgive me, my people, for I have sinned. My biggest failure has been in the area of protecting you, my
people, from ill health and malnutrition.

The policies and practices I have adopted have resulted in us having the highest number of underweight
children in the world. Why are children malnourished? Because as they grow they fall ill and their parents
cannot afford the treatment offered in the country.

Forgive me, my people, I have consistently and over the years allocated very little money for public health. So
little is given that it is a miracle we have a public health system at all. At 200 rupees per capita per year, what
miracle do we expect?

Forgive me for [ have trained far less doctors and nurses than needed. The ones I have trained have moved
on so that Europeans and Americans do not sneeze. The rest have concentrated themselves in the cities, so
much so there are less than two doctors for a population of 10,000 people in our villages. In the cities there
are 11 doctors for 10,000 people.

Forgive me, my people, for you spend more money from your pocket to meet your health needs than any
other comparable country. I have not had the vision of a Ghana or the courage of a Thailand or the imagina-
tion of Brazil or Indonesia in putting together a health system that works for my people. For each episode of
ill health, you, my people, especially the poor among you, are pushed further into poverty. My dear people,
since you have to spend from your pocket, about 23 percent of you do not access care at all because you
cannot afford it. About 40 percent of you slide below the poverty line after a single hospitalization.

Most of your health expenditure, I know, is made out of your savings, and a large part of the amount is
borrowed. Nearly 80 percent of outpatient and 60 percent of hospital care is through private providers. (NSS
60th Round). Because I have not given you a government health system that works for you. I know that the
cost of private health care especially for outpatient care is striking: It is nearly 22 times the amount of public
health facilities in the rural areas and over 40 times in the urban areas. The personal and family expenditure

in seeking health care is rising incredibly and I still do not know how to stop it.



In Rajasthan, for instance, an alarming average of 89.4 percent of household health expenditure is on drugs.
Atleast 30 to 40 percent of people are unable to afford these drugs. One reason why you, and especially the
poor among you, spend more money is because [ have allowed 92,000 drug formulations to be produced and
marketed without a conscience, while only 350 are required. No other country in the world manufactures
these many brands. This has led to irrational use of drugs and irrational manufacturing, prescription and
dispensing.

I seek forgiveness from you for the Indian pharmaceutical industry, which makes high profits from ignorant

and hapless consumers and for my failure to rationalize them.

I seek forgiveness for our doctors, who as prescribers willingly abet this by prescribing certain brands of

medicine instead of giving the option of cheaper non-branded drugs.

I once again seek forgiveness from you, the poor who suffer the most, because you have neither the
purchasing power to obtain the drugs nor are you aware of your choices. Very little I have done either to

add to your knowledge or resources.

I specially seek the forgiveness of the 13 percent of India’s population who actually incurs “catastrophic

spending.”

When households have to spend 10 percent of their total income on healthcare it is considered cata-
strophic spending.

I'have now gone ahead and closed down several of our vaccine manufacturing units in the public sector,

another crime that will escalate our immunization costs. Let me seek your pardon for that, too.

I collect a lot of health data. I do not analyze them, I do not make them available where it is required
because health and caste are related; health and poverty are related things which I do not want actually
show to the public. I am guilty of not employing the collected data to correct the system; not employing the

data to target specific vulnerable groups.

My guilt increases when I hear how other countries have tackled the issue. Ghana, a country in southern
Africa, has a system of universal access to medicine, i.e. free or cashless medicine to everyone in Ghana.
The country does not have a production capacity and imports most of its drugs from India. It still has such

a scheme of free medicine accessibility. [ am ashamed.

Forgive me, my people, for [ have sinned.
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